
Superior Court of California  
County of Orange 

  
 
Judicial Council Emergency Rule 10. Extensions of time in which to bring a civil action to trial   
  

(a) Extension of five years in which to bring a civil action to trial    
 
Notwithstanding any other law, including Code of Civil Procedure section 583.310, for all civil actions 
filed on or before April 6, 2020, the time in which to bring the action to trial is extended by six months 
for a total time of five years and six months. 
 
************************************************************************************ 

 
Orange County Court Update   
Presiding Judge Erick Larsh 
Notice 3/1/2022 

Order Rescinding Fifth Amended Administrative Order No. 20/16 - Face Coverings No Longer 
Required In Court 
 
In  light  of the  updated  California  Department  of Public  Health  Guidance  for  the  Use  of  
Face Coverings  dated  February  28,  2022,  the Orange  County  Public  Health  Officer's   
Orders and Strong Recommendations dated January  14, 2022, and Governor Gavin Newsom's Executive 
Order N-5-22 dated February 28, 2022 all of which remove the universal indoor masking requirement, I 
hereby rescind the Fifth Amended Administrative Order No. 20/16 dated February 15, 2022. 
 
************************************************************************************ 

 
Orange County Court Update   
Presiding Judge Erick Larsh 
Notice 1/4/2022 

Presiding Judge Erick Larsh Urges Bar and Litigants to Use Remote Appearance Opportunities as 
COVID-19 Incidents Increase 

Santa Ana, CA – Orange County Superior Court has implemented procedures regarding remote 
appearances, which will enable the Court to remain open in light of  the recent COVID-19 surge of the 
Omicron variant. 

Presiding Judge Erick L. Larsh urged attorneys and litigants to use the Court’s remote appearance 
options, in an effort to reduce the number of people in courthouses and therefore protect the health and 
safety of our community.  

“I strongly encourage attorneys and members of the public to use all opportunities available to appear 
remotely, as the winter COVID surge, fueled by dual variants, requires that we do our part to protect the 
health of our community,” said Presiding Judge Larsh. “We need to take advantage of the statutory 
changes that allow remote appearances. These rules and procedures allow parties the right to appear 
remotely in non-evidentiary hearings.” 



Toward the end of the 2021 legislative session the California Legislature enacted California Code of 
Civil Procedure, section 367.75 which became effective Jan. 1, 2022. Thus, non-evidentiary hearings 
will be set for remote appearance. Evidentiary hearings and trials, however, will be set for in-person 
appearance, unless the Court orders otherwise. 

“Please keep in mind that Orange County Superior Court has a policy in place mandating the use of face 
masks over the nose and mouth in all courthouses regardless of vaccination status,” Presiding Judge 
Larsh added. 

This action was necessitated by the California Department of Public Health and the Orange County 
Health Care Agency recommendations. The Court’s focus remains the safety and health of our judicial 
officers, employees, justice partners, and our community. 

“The Court will continue to monitor developments, as it proceeds cautiously to provide ever greater 
access to justice,” Presiding Judge Larsh said. “We will continue to coordinate with our justice partners, 
aiming to provide the greatest possible access to justice, without compromising the health and safety of 
our community.” 

Finally, the Court will be scaling back the number of jurors reporting at any one time, at least through 
the month of January. To the extent possible, seating capacity in courtrooms may also be limited to allow 
jurors to sit sufficiently spaced during jury duty.  

Presiding Judge Larsh also stressed: 

•  That everyone entering Orange County Superior Court facilities – regardless of 
vaccination status – is required to wear a face covering over their nose and mouth. 
Persons whose disabilities preclude them from wearing face coverings should request an 
accommodation under Rule 1.100 of the California Rules of Court in advance of their 
court appearance or appointment.  

•  That everyone seeking services from our Court to first use all available online resources. 
Such resources as Self-Help Services and Clerk’s Office support services can be 
accessed via our website: https://www.occourts.org/index.html  

•  If a person is experiencing COVID-19 related symptoms they should not enter Court 
facilities. Should you have such symptoms promptly call the relevant courtroom, where 
your case is heard. 

•  That attorneys and litigants should not meet and confer unnecessarily in hallways, and 
people who must come to courthouses should not bring unnecessary companions. 

For more information and to follow future developments please visit the Court’s website at 
https://www.occourts.org/index.html  and the Court’s dedicated COVID-19 webpages at 
https://www.occourts.org/media-relations/CoronaVirusUpdate.html  

************************************************************************************ 
 


